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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
 

Firebirds Tab Matt Bogart as Head Athletic Trainer 
 
Flint, Mich. – The Flint Firebirds announced today the hiring of Matt Bogart as the club’s Head Athletic 
Trainer. 
 
Bogart comes to Flint from the Pacific-Northwest, previously serving as the Head Athletic Trainer at Ford 
Sports Performance in Seattle, Wash. He worked with graduated collegiate athletes that were preparing 
for the recent NFL Combine. Four athletes that Bogart was training were selected in the 2019 NFL Draft, 
most notably being Kaleb McGary who was picked in the first-round (31st overall) by the Atlanta 
Falcons. Bogart was also invited to the NFL Combine in Indianapolis to assist with athlete prep-work and 
recovery. 
 
“We are thrilled to announce Matt as the newest member of the Firebirds staff,” said Flint Firebirds Vice 
President of Hockey Operations and General Manager Barclay Branch. “Matt has experience working 
with and educating high profile athletes and brings with him a wealth of knowledge to share with our 
players. Matt will play a key role with our group moving forward.” 
 
Bogart, a native of London, Ont., holds a Master of Science (MScs) in Exercise and Sport Science from 
Merrimack College as well as a Bachelor of Science (BS) in Athletic Training from Gardner-Webb 
University, where he was a four-year NCAA Division I athlete as a member of the Men’s Soccer team. 
Additionally, Bogart is certified in Blood Flow Restriction by Owens Recovery Science and is certified in 
Soft Tissue Therapy by Astym.  
 
“Being raised in London, it’s been a huge dream of mine to be involved in a prestigious league like the 
OHL,” said Bogart. “I’m excited to be part of one of the league’s newest franchises and help build Flint 
into one of the best programs in the OHL.”  
 
 
About The Flint Firebirds:  
The Flint Firebirds are a proud member of the prestigious 20-team Ontario Hockey League. The OHL is 
part of the Canadian Hockey League (CHL), which is known as the world’s premiere player development 
league for the NHL. On NHL opening day rosters in October, 70% of NHL players were CHL alums. Since 
the Firebirds’ inception in Flint, Michigan four seasons ago, the team has produced 15 NHL signed or 
drafted players. More than 250 scouts representing all 31 NHL clubs attended a Firebirds game in Flint 
throughout the 2018-19 season. The Firebirds average nearly 3,000 fans per game at the newly 
renovated Dort Federal Credit Union Event Center, reaching over 100,000 fans each OHL season. 
 
 


